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THE HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS 

1. Jesus’ Healing Ministry in the Gospels
2. Jesus’ Healing Ministry Continues in His Church
3. How We Can Participate in Jesus’ Ongoing Work 

of Healing



JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY IN THE GOSPELS 

Literary genre of “healing stories”
➢ Presence of a person in need of healing
➢ Powerful words &/or actions of healer
➢ Confirmation of the sudden healing



JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY IN THE GOSPELS

The presence of a person (or representative of that person) in need 
of healing, including details that heighten the miraculous deed, e.g. 
▪    the great length of the illness, 
▪    previous failures at being healed, 
▪    the horrible condition of the afflicted person, or 
▪    various effects the sickness has on members of the community or 

household



JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY IN THE GOSPELS

The powerful words &/or actions of the healer, including 
various bodily manipulations e.g. 
➢   touching the ears, 
➢   washing the eyes, 
➢   commands to walk, or 
➢   dialogue with demons



JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY IN THE GOSPELS

Confirmation of the sudden healing, which often includes details 
such as:
➢   a raised person eating again, 
➢   the astonishment of those witnessing the event, 
➢   a visible sign that demons have left a person, 
➢   a return to previously impossible activity, & so forth.



THE HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS

A prominent part of Jesus’ public ministry
The Gospels: 95 references to Jesus’ healings
▪  19 curing people of demonic possession
▪  5 accounts of raising the dead
▪  Most: curing physical illness
▪  Many: multiple people are healed (Lk 17)
▪  Many: mass healings (Mk 1:34; Mt 4:23)



THE HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS

Motivation for Healing
• “When Jesus disembarked & saw the vast crowd, his heart 

was moved   with pity for them, & he cured their sick.” (Mt 
14:14) 

•  “Moved with pity, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they 
received their sight & followed him.” (Mt 20:34). 



JESUS & THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY

St. Augustine:
Relicti sunt duo, misera et 
misericordia
Two were left, the miserable one & 
mercy



JESUS AS THE PHYSICIAN OF SOULS

• Bodily healings of Jesus always 
point to something deeper

• “Those who are well do not need a 
physician, but the sick do” (Mt 9:2). 



JESUS AS THE PHYSICIAN OF SOULS

“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise & walk’? But 
that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins,” he said to the paralytic, “Rise, 
pick up your stretcher, & go home” (Mt 
9:5-6). 



JESUS AS THE PHYSICIAN OF SOULS

“I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those 
who do not see might 
see, & those who do see 
might become blind” (Jn 
9:39). 



THE DISCIPLES ARE 
SENT TO HEAL IN 
JESUS’ NAME



MINISTRY OF 
SPIRITUAL HEALING

“Go, therefore, & make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, & of the Son, & 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. & behold, I will be with you 
always, until the end of the 
age” (Mt 28:19-20). 



THE  INFANT 
CHURCH

“All the people of Israel should 
know that it was in the name 
of Jesus Christ the Nazorean 
whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead” that 
the cripple was saved (Acts 
4:10). 



JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY CONTINUES



JAMES 5:14-15

“Is anyone among you sick? He 
should summon the presbyters of 
the church, & they should pray 
over him & anoint him with oil in 
the name of the Lord, & the prayer 
of faith will save the sick person & 
the Lord will raise him up. If he has 
committed any sins, he will be 
forgiven” 



PRACTICAL COMPASSION

The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan

Luke 10:30-37



QUALITIES IN JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY

•  Approachability
•  Lack of fear
•  Availability
•  Compassion



THE TOUCH OF LOVE

➢ Fr. Paul O’Reilly SJ
➢ Tessa’s Story
▪ Cavernous sinus thrombosis
▪ The people who healed 

Tessa…


